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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 2170 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV BQG 
SUB J : S-BAHN 

REF: BONN 13148 

1 . REFTEL SUGGESTS THAT FRG HAS CONFIRMED POSITION 
ORIGINALLY ADOPTED BY GOVMAYOR SCHUETZ ABOUT S-BAHN DEFICIT 
AND GDR ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN FRG OR SENAT AID IN MEETING 

IT. WE HAVE GROUNDS TO BELIEVE BUT WILL CHECK DIS- 
CREETLY THAT MAYOR STOBBE AGREES WITH SCHUETZ' POSITION. 

ALTHOUGH THERE ARE SOME URBAN TRANSPORT EXPERTS IN SENAT 
WHO BELIEVE THAT S-BAHN REMAINS A USEFUL ELEMENT IN 
WEST BERLIN'S URBAN TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM, PREVAILING 
EXPERT OPINION IN SENAT IS THAT S-BAHN REJUVENATION WOULD 
NOT BE COST EFFECTIVE. 

2. TRAFFIC EXPERTS FAVOR ADDING SELECTIVE ADDITIONAL BUS 
LINES SHOULD S-BAHN SERVICE BE CUT FURTHER OR ELIMINATED. 
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REJUVENATION OF S BAHN WOULD IN BVG (BERLIN TRANSIT CO) 

VIEW BE AT EXPENSE OF PASSENGERS CARRIED BY WEST BERLIN 
U-BAHN AND BUSSES. THERE IS ALSO A POLITICAL FACTOR IN 
FACT BVG BUSSES EMPLOY MANY THOUSANDS OF BERLINERS. SENAT 
APPEARS CONVINCED FRG WILL, HOWEVER, NOT PAY FOR S-BAHN 
REJUVENATION. 
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3. THERE ARE SERIOUS POTENTIAL PROBLEMS INVOLVED SHOULD 
FRG/SENAT REFUSE TO DISCUSS S-BAHN AND PERMIT SUSPENSION 
OF ITS OPERATIONS. WEST BERLIN COULD BE LEFT WITH CON- 
SIDERABLE COLLECTION OF S-BAHN STATIONS, MANY OF WHICH 
HOUSE CONCESSIONAIRES, AND DETERIORATING TRACKAGE. AS 
TIME AND WEATHER TOOK ITS TOLL, WE WOULD EXPECT THAT SENAT 
WOULD HAVE TO FACE UP TO WHAT SHOULD BE DONE WITH PURELY 
S-BAHN INSTALLATIONS, BRIDGES AND TRACK. ALLIES HAVE OF 
COURSE LEGAL RIGHT TO TAKE OVER SYSTEM AND HAND IT OVER TO 
SENAT TRUSTEESHIP ON MODEL OF OTHER NON-OPERATING REICHSBAHN 
PROPERTY, BUT WOULD FACE POLITICAL PROBLEMS IN LIGHT OF 
SOVIET/GDR CLAIM THAT THEY ARE OWNERS OF THESE PROPERTIES. 

4. IT IS ALSO INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT REICHSBAHN HAS 
RECENTLY REPAIRED AT ITS EXPENSE "JUGENSTIL" S-BAHN 
STATION ON MEXIKOPLATZ AND HAD MADE MINOR IMPROVEMENTS 
AT SOME COST ON CERTAIN OTHER STATIONS. THIS SUGGESTS 
THAT EVEN IF S-BAHN SERVICE WERE TO CEASE, REICHSBAHN 
WOULD SEEK TO MAINTAIN ITS CONTROL OVER THESE PROPERTIES. 
AGAIN, WEST BERLIN CONCESSIONAIRES IN THOSE STATIONS MIGHT 
OBJECT TO PAYING RENTAL FEES TO A REICHSBAHN WHOSE LEGAL 
CLAIM TO OPERATING THE STATIONS HAD ERODED WHEN THEY 
CEASED TO OPERATE THE TRAINS. IN SOME CASES CAUTIOUS 
CONCESSIONAIRES NOW PAY RENT TO WESTERN ADMINISTRATION 
FOR FORMER REICHSBAHN PROPERTIES AND TO REICHSBAHN. 
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5. FRG/SENAT APPEAR CONVINCED THAT IN END THEY CAN TURN 
TO ALLIES FOR REMEDIAL ACTION. WE HAVE THEREFORE CON- 
SISTENTLY TRIED TO PLUMB SENAT THINKING ON THESE ISSUES 
AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. SENAT HAS TOLD US IT IS 
WILLING TO PROVIDE ANSWERS TO A SERIES OF QUESTIONS WE 
PUT TO IT IN JANUARY BUT NOT IN WRITING. THIS MAY BE TO 
GET AROUND POSSIBLE FRG ADVICE NOT TO DISCUSS SUBJECT 
WITH ALLIES. FRG REPORTEDLY FLABBERGASTED AT PRICE TAG 

ON S-BAHN REJUVENATION AND WANTS TO PRECLUDE AN "ACTIVIST' 1 
POLICY ON ISSUE SPARKED BY SENAT ON ALLIES. WE WILL BE 
MEETING SOON WITH SENAT TO RECEIVE THEIR ANSWERS.GEORGE 
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